18F-FDG PET/CT in a recurrent diffuse malignant peritoneal mesothelioma.
Peritoneal mesothelioma is a rare and aggressive tumor. Early diagnosis of the disease is difficult, delaying effective treatment. We report a case of recurrent, biphasic, diffuse, malignant peritoneal mesothelioma. Initial abdominal computed tomography showed abnormal but nonspecific findings suggestive of an ovarian malignancy, with a negative endoscopy and laboratory studies. An abdominal exploratory laparotomy found widespread malignancy within the peritoneum with a pathological diagnosis of peritoneal mesothelioma. A PET/CT imaging showed diffusely increased metabolic activity throughout the peritoneum, with no evidence of thoracic or pleural involvement. This case demonstrates the PET/CT findings seen with malignant recurrent peritoneal mesothelioma.